Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.103; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.9.
In the title compound, C 17 H 17 NO 4 , the dihedral angle between the two aromatic rings is 59. 64 (5) . The (methoxyimino)-ethanoic acid fragment is nearly perpendicular to the attached benzene ring [dihedral angle = 81.07 (4) ]. In the crystal, pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between carboxy groups link molecules into inversion dimers. In addition, -stacking interactions between inversion-related benzene rings are observed [centroid-centroid distance = 3.702 (1) Å ]. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The title compound is the acid metabolite of kresoxim-methyl, which is a systemic fungicide of strobilurin group with broad spectrum bio-efficacy against various diseases (Balba, 2007; Cash & Cronan, 2001; Ammermann et al., 2000) of economically important agricultural crops.
Related literature
In (I), all bond lengths and angles are normal and correspond to those observed in the related structure (Chopra et al., 2004) . The dihedral angle between the the two aromatic rings is 59.64 (5) 
Experimental
Kresoxim-methyl (0.313 g, 0.001 mol) was dissolved in 5 ml acetone and to it 5 ml of 1 N NaOH solution was added.
The reaction mixture was refluxed on a water bath at 343 K for 12 hrs, and then cooled. The compound was precipitated by neutralizing with 1 N HCl solution. The precipitated compound was dissolved in methanol and crystallized by the process of slow evaporation (m.p. 413 K).
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and were treated as riding on their parent C / O atoms, with O-H distance of 0.82 Å and C-H distances of 0.93-0.97 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C / O). 
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